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At a Nov. 25 news conference in San Salvador, political leaders of the ultra-right Nationalist
Republican Alliance (ARENA) called on their supporters to fight the government. They were
responding to President Jose Napoleon Duarte's accusation that ARENA Deputy Roberto
D'Aubuisson was the mastermind behind the 1980 murder of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero.
D'Aubuisson reiterated his denial of involvement in the killing, and said he was looking forward
to clearing his name in court. He accused Duarte of a "nefarious" political act in publicly accusing
him on the testimony of a single witness. D'Aubuisson then asserted he had information of the
involvement of a senior army officer loyal to Duarte in death squads. The officer, Col. Reynaldo
Lopez Nuila, headed the National Police at a time when the police regularly killed and tortured
suspected leftists. According to the New York Times, D'Aubuisson's charge appears to be a warning
that he could use disagreeable information about army officers and other members of the local elite
in what may become a fight for political survival. After disclaiming that they were encouraging
violence, D'Aubuisson and other leaders of the far-right Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA)
predicted that political killings could increase. The Times quoted a recently retired army colonel,
Sigfredo Ochoa, as saying, "Mr. Duarte is stepping beyond his powers...If we have to fight, we will
fight it doesn't matter what the consequences are." On Nov. 27 ARENA declared that accusations
by the government against D'Aubuisson were based on the "false" testimony of a single witness
who was bribed into rendering a deposition on the case. The party affirmed that D'Aubuisson,
honorary president of ARENA, is a victim of a political smear campaign by Duarte's government.
The ARENA statement emphasized that the identification of persons responsible for crimes should
instead be the result of procedures undertaken within the court system. On Nov. 23 at a press
conference, Duarte presented his accusations against D'Aubuisson, and read a large portion of of
the witness's testimony. Also implicated in the crime was a D'Aubuisson aide, former Capt. Alvaro
Saravia. Saravia was arrested in Miami on the same day. The witness, Amado Antonio Garay, who
was employed as a driver for Capt. Saravia at the time of the murder, testified before a judge, and
was reportedly subjected to lie detector tests. He is currently residing outside El Salvador. (Basic
data from New York Times, 11/25/87, 11/26/87; AFP, 11/27/87)
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